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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
EMERGENCY RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-103E (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.350 

and 34.05.360) 
 

Agency: Department of Health- Dental Quality Assurance Commission 

Effective date of rule: 
Emergency Rules 

     Immediately upon filing. 
     Later (specify)  

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
 Yes      No     If Yes, explain:  

Purpose:       WAC 246-817-581 Novel coronavirus disease 2019 vaccination. The Dental Quality Assurance Commission 
(commission) is extending the emergency rule that allows dentists to delegate administration of novel coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) vaccination to licensed dental hygienists with close supervision and demonstration of competency. This 
emergency rule will extend WSR# 21-13-091 filed on June 18, 2021. The rule was originally filed on February 19, 2021 
(WSR# 21-06-012). 

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:     WAC 246-817-581 
Repealed: None 
Amended: None 
Suspended: None 

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.29.050 and RCW 18.32.0365 

Other authority: RCW 18.32.002 

EMERGENCY RULE 
     Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds: 
          That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health, 

safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon 
adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest. 

          That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate 
adoption of a rule. 

Reasons for this finding:       In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, dentists are among the essential healthcare 
providers who can safely administer vaccinations and help address this public health emergency. Mass vaccination across 
the state has taken cooperation and coordination across the entire health system. Dentists and delegated dental hygienists 
are able to increase capacity for priority populations who may not otherwise be connected to traditional health care system 
during the pandemic. Increased capacity and opportunity to administer the COVID-19 vaccine will help Washington end this 
pandemic. Allowing delegation of COVID-19 vaccination to dental hygienists assists dentists by reducing their workload to 
effectively continue dental care to patients while increasing the number of health care professionals who can administer the 
vaccine. 
 
Standard rulemaking takes approximately nine to 12 months. The CR101 (WSR# 21-07-020) was filed on February 19, 2021. 
The CR102 (WSR# 21-18-005) was filed on August 18, 2021, and the Rules Hearing is scheduled for October 22, 2021. 
 
The immediate continuance of this emergency rule is necessary for the preservation of public health, safety, and general 
welfare. Observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be 
contrary to protecting immediate public interests. 
 
Allowing dentists to delegate COVID-19 vaccinations to dental hygienists under close supervision increases the number of 
health care workers permitted to administer the vaccine and provides safer access to dental care for more patients. 
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Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Federal rules or standards:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Recently enacted state statutes:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

  

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New   0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

  

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New   1 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

  

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New   0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

  

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Pilot rule making:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Other alternative rule making:  New 1 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

  

Date Adopted: 10/15/2021 Signature: 

 

Name: David Carsten, DDS 

Title: Dental Quality Assurance Commission Chairperson 

 



NEW SECTION

WAC 246-817-581  Novel coronavirus disease 2019 vaccination.  (1) 
A supervising dentist may delegate the administration of a vaccination 
of novel coronavirus disease 2019 to a licensed dental hygienist under 
the dentist's close supervision, provided the licensed dental hygien-
ist has demonstrated skills necessary to perform the task competently.

(2) For the purpose of administering vaccination for the novel 
coronavirus disease 2019, a dentist's approval of the vaccination pro-
tocol and screening meets the dentist's requirement to diagnose the 
condition to be treated and personal authorization of the procedure as 
required by close supervison under WAC 246-817-510(1).
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