Correlation of Household Income to High School Graduation Rate

Abstract

Washington state is quite good when it comes to graduation rates, but in
certain areas, the rate is significantly less. Why is it like this? Let us try to
figure out how we can make the graduation rate higher in all regions. Every
person deserves at the very least a high school diploma, as without one, it is
hard to get into any type of jobs, or any professional field, making it hard to
survive without any income.

Background

The high school graduation rate in Washington State is 92.35% and currently
ranks #18 in the US in terms of high school graduation rates [1]. The ranking
of Washington State may be a bit surprising, as around Puget Sound,
Washington’s schooling is quite good. However, factoring in the entire state
gets lower results. People commonly will associate the most populated
regions in a state with the entire state, which is not a good view to have
when it comes to full state analysis. Most places where the graduation rate
is lower than average are clustered in Eastern or very Southern Washington,
whereas the higher-than-average rates are in West Washington and
sometimes North Washington. In places with higher graduation rates, the
income of people tend to be higher, and when the graduation rate is lower,
the income is usually lower as well.

Supporting Data

The figure here is a measure of people with no high school diploma
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The figure above is a measure of people with no high school diploma.
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When it comes to the graduation rates by demographics -
Near Puget Sound, especially King County, the rate of people
with no high school diploma is quite low. However, the farther
you get, especially in Central Washington, the percentage
spikes up very visibly (significant areas have a circle). The
cause of this can be from many reasons, but a cause that
seems plausible is the income of students and their families.

The correlation can be drawn in a few places, like Southern
and Northern Washington. Although it may not be the primary
cause, it can be a cause of people not graduating high school

[3].

Possible Solutions

There are a few solutions for this problem so that we can help students
graduate high school.

1. Having more resources available to students outside of school hours.
Students who struggle need more help than just the general school hours
to improve. Having resources such as more books or even tutoring could
greatly help these students. The state should provide more funding for
free textbooks and free tutoring for students, as tutors cost money and
low-income families cannot afford it.

. Help struggling students before they enter high school. In my experience,
most students who struggle have done so early on in middle school
usually and cannot all be fixed in just high school years. Identifying
students who are having trouble in school before high school and giving
them the proper tools to fix it can help them graduate high school.

. Have free transportation for all students or maybe just low-income
students. An issue some people face is they live in rural areas and schools
are far away, so they cannot go there easily and may not own a car. From
September 15t 2022, students can take transit for free from the
Washington Transportation Funding Package. [4]. However, transit does
not usually reach into rural areas and is only concentrated in urban areas.
Having free transportation would enable everyone to be able to get to
school.
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