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RULE-MAKING ORDER 
PERMANENT RULE ONLY 

 

 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

      

CR-103P (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Health       

Effective date of rule: 
Permanent Rules 

☐     31 days after filing. 

☒     Other (specify) April 1, 2025 (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and 

should be stated below) 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain:       

Purpose: Genetic Counselors - amending WAC 246-825-080 to remove licensure barriers and update rules to align with 
recent legislation. 
 
The Department of Health (department) is adopting amendments to WAC 246-825-080 to waive education, training, 
experience, and examination requirements for applicants that qualify for licensure by endorsement to implement RCW 
18.130.077.  
 
Under RCW 18.130.077, all disciplining authorities shall waive education, training, experience, and exam requirements for 
applicants who have been credentialed in another state or states with substantially equivalent standards for at least two years 
immediately preceding their application with no interruption in licensure for longer than 90 days. The statute also allows 
disciplining authorities to choose to waive education, training, experience, and exam requirements for applicants who have 
achieved the national credential for their profession. 
 
To align with RCW 18.130.077 the adopted rules: 

• Create a faster pathway to licensure for out-of-state genetic counselors by waiving the requirement that applicants 
provide proof of examination and education for applicants that have been credentialed in another state with 
substantially equivalent standards and meet the requirements in RCW 18.130.077(1) and (3). 

• Add a pathway to Washington licensure for applicants that hold the national certification with the American Board of 
Genetic Counseling (ABGC) or the American Board of Medical Genetics (ABMG) and meet the requirements in RCW 
18.130.077(3). 

• Provide clarifying language to create licensure requirements that are clear and easy to understand.  
 

The adopted rule will streamline and shorten the credentialing process for genetic counselors, remove barriers to entering 
and remaining in the genetic counselor workforce, and align the section with RCW 18.130.077. 
     

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New: None         
Repealed: None       
Amended: WAC 246-825-080       
Suspended: None      

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.290.020 and 2SHB 1724 (chapter 425, Laws of 2023) codified as RCW 
18.130.077.          

Other authority: None 
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PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 24-18-007 on August 22, 2024 (date). 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None.      

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: N/A 

Name:       

Address:       

Phone:       

Fax:       

TTY:       

Email:       

Web site:       

Other:       

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute:  New 0     Amended 0     Repealed 0      

Federal rules or standards:  New 0     Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Recently enacted state statutes:  New 0 Amended 1     Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New   0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New   0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New   0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

 

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Pilot rule making:  New 0 Amended 0 Repealed 0  

Other alternative rule making:  New 0 Amended 1     Repealed 0  

 

Date Adopted:  November 17, 2024     

 

Name: Kristin Peterson, JD for Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH    
 

Title: Chief of Policy for Secretary of Health     

Signature: 

 

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-02-002, filed 12/23/20, effective 
1/23/21)

WAC 246-825-080  Licensure by endorsement.  (((1) An applicant 
for licensure as a genetic counselor who is currently licensed under 
the laws of another state shall file an application with the depart-
ment and submit:

(a) Documentation verifying that the applicant meets the educa-
tion requirements under WAC 246-825-060;

(b) Documentation that the applicant holds an unrestricted active 
license to practice as a genetic counselor in another state;

(c) Proof of passing the ABGC certification examination or the 
ABMG general genetics and genetic counseling specialty examinations or 
the ABMG clinical genetics specialty or subspecialty certification ex-
aminations;

(d) Any other written declarations or documentation, as required 
by the secretary; and

(e))) A genetic counselor license may be issued by endorsement if 
the applicant meets the requirements in either subsection (1) or (2) 
of this section. An endorsement applicant may also apply for a tempo-
rary practice permit as established under WAC 246-12-050.

(1) An applicant may obtain licensure by endorsement if the ap-
plicant is currently licensed in a state or jurisdiction with substan-
tially equivalent standards and has been licensed for at least the im-
mediately preceding two years and meets all other requirements of RCW 
18.130.077. The applicant shall submit to the department:

(a) An application on forms provided by the department;
(b) Proof of licensure history that demonstrates compliance with 

RCW 18.130.077; and
(c) The appropriate licensing fees required under WAC 

246-825-990(2).
(2) ((The secretary may examine an endorsement application to de-

termine whether the licensing standards of the other state are sub-
stantially equivalent to the licensing standards in Washington state.

(3) An endorsement applicant may also apply for a temporary prac-
tice permit as established under WAC 246-12-050.)) An applicant may 
obtain licensure by endorsement if the applicant holds the national 
certification with the American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC) or 
the American Board of Medical Genetics (ABMG) and meets all other re-
quirements of RCW 18.130.077(3). The applicant shall submit to the de-
partment:

(a) An application on forms provided by the department;
(b) Proof of national certification;
(c) Proof of compliance with RCW 18.130.077(3); and
(d) The appropriate licensing fees required under WAC 

246-825-990(2).
(3) If an applicant does not meet the requirements described in 

subsection (1) or (2) of this section, the applicant shall apply for 
initial licensure as established under WAC 246-825-060.
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