
Office of Immunization

DOCUMENTING HISTORICAL 
IMMUNIZATIONS IN THE WA IIS
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• Best Practices: Historical Immunizations
• Medically verified historical records
• Resources for interpreting international immunization 

records

• MyIR Resources for clinics

• New User Login 

Today’s Topics
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Patient presents with 
documentation of 
immunizations 
they received, but the 
records are not found in 
the WA IIS.
• Records are likely from 

out of state or out of 
country.

• Records not 
administered by your 
clinic should be 
documented in the WA 
IIS as 'historical'.

Historical Immunization Records

Participating Healthcare 
Providers/Pharmacies

Schools/Child Care Centers

LHJs
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• When entering vaccination data directly in the IIS, make sure
to choose the ‘Add Historical’ button as opposed to ‘Add 
Administered’

• If your IIS user account permissions allow, you may edit the 
record to add additional details about the vaccination if 
indicated/available, such as administering provider and lot 
number

• Keep the documentation (or a copy of it) as part of the 
patient's file/medical record at your facility.

• If questions arise in the future about a patient's historical 
vaccine record in the WA IIS, the organization that entered it 
may be asked to review the record they have on file.

• The documentation is subject to applicable record retention 
rules for your organization.

Historical Immunization Records
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Search for and Select a patient.
Vaccinations>View/Add>Enter date>Add Historicals

Historical records will show with a *

Edit the record to include additional information

Entering Historical Records in the WA IIS
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Historical immunization records in the WA IIS are 
considered medically verified.
The decision to enter an historical immunization record 
into the WA IIS is based on the review and clinical judgment 
of a healthcare provider.
These are NOT considered a medically verified records:
• Oral or written report of vaccinations without medical proof
• Lifetime Immunization Records not filled out by and signed by 

a healthcare provider
• Home vaccine lists, including baby books
• Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS) completed by hand 

without a healthcare provider signature or without medical 
records attached

Historical Immunization Records



Medically Verified Immunization Records

A CIS with either typed or 
written dates is NOT
medically verified unless it 
has a healthcare provider 
stamp or signature
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The following are considered medically verified records:
• A hardcopy Certificate of Immunization Status (CIS) verified for 

accuracy with a unique healthcare provider or clinic stamp, or 
handwritten CIS with provider signature

• Immunization records from a provider, clinic or hospital EHR with a 
unique healthcare provider, clinic or hospital logo, header, stamp, or 
handwritten provider signature

• Official CIS or immunization record from another U.S. territory or 
state's IIS

• Official lifetime immunization record from WA or another state with 
a unique healthcare provider or clinic stamp, or handwritten 
provider signature

• An immigration form or lifetime immunization record from another 
country with a clinic or healthcare provider stamp, or handwritten 
signature

Historical Immunization Records



Medically Verified Immunization Records

Official lifetime 
immunization record 
from another country 
with a unique 
healthcare provider or 
clinic stamp or provider 
signature; or official 
immigration 
immunization records



Medically Verified Immunization Records

Immunization 
Record printed 
from a healthcare 
provider, clinic or 
hospital’s Electronic 
Health Record 



Medically Verified Immunization Records

Immunization Record 
printed from the WA IIS or 
the IIS of another state



Medically Verified Immunization Records

Written 
Immunization 
Record from a 
healthcare provider 
or clinic
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Documenting Historical Vaccinations in the WAIIS

Resources for translations of vaccine records:
• Quick Chart of Vaccine-Preventable Disease Terms in Multiple 

Languages (immunize.org)
• Translation of Vaccine-Related Terms Into English (dallascounty.org)

• https://www.chop.edu/news/news-views-interpreting-foreign-
immunization-records-and-immunizing-newly-immigrated

• vaxref - MN Dept. of Health (state.mn.us)
• Ukrainian & Russian Vaccination Records Translation Guide (PDF)

• Ukrainian Vaccination Records Webinar Recording | Slides 
(PDF) | Transcript (PDF)

Historical Immunization Records

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-02/3481079-DocumentingHistoricalVaccinationsintheWAIIS.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immunize.org%2Fcatg.d%2Fp5122.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940016040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iyVlkLATQPPCc2adjVCgFN39s8x3qh3W5VbACVmddgo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.immunize.org%2Fcatg.d%2Fp5122.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940016040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iyVlkLATQPPCc2adjVCgFN39s8x3qh3W5VbACVmddgo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dallascounty.org%2FAssets%2Fuploads%2Fdocs%2Fhhs%2Fimmunizations%2FTranslationHelp.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940033208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3eGnyljFGyk2rhRQ3FdbKNlbeIVKrxN8tPP1bWsLIS0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chop.edu%2Fnews%2Fnews-views-interpreting-foreign-immunization-records-and-immunizing-newly-immigrated&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940058588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BADPELtWuWsQPy%2FXQv7dIUV4DtOT7hV0ML5FXSWlciA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chop.edu%2Fnews%2Fnews-views-interpreting-foreign-immunization-records-and-immunizing-newly-immigrated&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940058588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BADPELtWuWsQPy%2FXQv7dIUV4DtOT7hV0ML5FXSWlciA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.web.health.state.mn.us%2Fes%2Fform%2Fvaxref&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940086865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FoWxKHhVO49w0B2YdxfU0LVtHXOfu2gO6FuzjfSJIEM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsrhd.org%2Fmedia%2Fdocuments%2FUkraine-Vaccine-Record-Interpretation.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940100182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OmDlkvdjIJWcul7CvemvIdBWSLd4U9HR5C0bMvhdyTo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DWiXtkSEPBmM&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940113332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9GW3abirh7AOLriLfclvn0oHAe9tPzvvAwQcPCV4SHA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-09%2F348-918-UkrainianVaccinationRecordsWebinar.pdf%3Fuid%3D64efb8ab1fca5&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940126407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8bpMCnx4ljaNcW90fxgSbDE7ZkBteB6WlJJV0LRwNvU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-09%2F348-918-UkrainianVaccinationRecordsWebinar.pdf%3Fuid%3D64efb8ab1fca5&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940126407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8bpMCnx4ljaNcW90fxgSbDE7ZkBteB6WlJJV0LRwNvU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-10%2F348-918-UkrainianVaccinationRecordsWebinarTranscript-9.30.2022.pdf%3Fuid%3D64efb8ab201bb&data=05%7C02%7CApril.McClellan%40doh.wa.gov%7C36dc4896e64e40dc792108dd3689669b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726685940138938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MZd9nvK1lXpq6JyRwaqWmE1VCSwj7h%2FbuAs1vCtmcPI%3D&reserved=0
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Additional Resources:
Google image translate feature -
https://support.google.com/translate/answer/6142483?hl=en&c
o=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop
Understanding Immunization Records from Outside the United 
States
Polio Vaccine Documentation in the WAIIS
The use and significance of vaccination cards - PMC
Acceptable Versions of a Certificate of Immunization Status
CIS-PrintingInstructions.pdf

Historical Immunization Records

https://support.google.com/translate/answer/6142483?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop
https://support.google.com/translate/answer/6142483?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/health-programs-services/immunizations/imm-records-outside-us.pdf?rev=8d3be5e0d8f94fc19d84d6d5f753bc4f&hash=12D3D8F689DFC7A7BA570B4BF617E6C0
https://cdn.kingcounty.gov/-/media/king-county/depts/dph/documents/health-safety/health-programs-services/immunizations/imm-records-outside-us.pdf?rev=8d3be5e0d8f94fc19d84d6d5f753bc4f&hash=12D3D8F689DFC7A7BA570B4BF617E6C0
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/3481072-PolioVaccineDocumentationInTheWAIIS.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6930106/
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-764-AcceptableVersionsCIS.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-389-CIS-PrintingInstructions.pdf
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• Email IIS.Training@Doh.wa.gov to request corrections to 
records entered by another facility.

• Vaccine Records Update Request – Name and DOB 
update requests can made by the patient.

• For historical vaccine documentation questions, email 
ImmuneNurses@doh.wa.gov.

• Any documentation or changes you make to a patient 
record should be completed in your EMR if you submit 
vaccination data through an HL7 interface connection.

Historical Immunization Records

mailto:IIS.Training@Doh.wa.gov
https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=NH77DJDXKEWCCH8H
mailto:ImmuneNurses@doh.wa.gov
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• Consumer application that assists people in WA with 
accessing their personal immunization records

• Vaccine records accessed pull data from the WA IIS
• Available in English & Spanish
• MyIRMobile.com

Now available to order:
Poster/Handout

MyIR

http://www.myirmobile.com/
https://prtonline.myprintdesk.net/DSF/SmartStore.aspx?6xni2of2cF1OAY5jHVvlUrUsqozrCjF3xgL/DdBBf+Sre9e470j4aMR+LcLIWmKS#!/CategoryHome/1108


Washington State Department of Health | 17

1. Log into SAW account / Create a SAW account - IIS Login 
FAQ

2. Add WAIIS as a service in SAW
3. Access WAIIS through SAW 
4. Log into WAIIS (username and password may be 

different than SAW)

New User Login

https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-645-UpcomingIISLoginChangesFAQ.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-645-UpcomingIISLoginChangesFAQ.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-736-SecureAccessWARegistrationIISGuide.pdf
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IIS Training Resources
IIS Training Materials Portal
IIS Webinars
Request IIS Training
IIS Questions & Assistance 
Contact the Help Desk
o 1-800-325-5599
oWAIISHelpDesk@doh.wa.gov

Contact the WA IIS Training team: IIS.Training@doh.wa.gov

IIS Training Resources

https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-professions-and-facilities/data-exchange/immunization-information-system/iis-training-materials
https://doh.wa.gov/public-health-provider-resources/healthcare-professions-and-facilities/data-exchange/immunization-information-system/iis-training-materials/iis-webinars
https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=HJCEDAFTT3DEJKC3
mailto:WAIISHelpDesk@doh.wa.gov
mailto:IIS.Training@doh.wa.gov


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 

DOH 348-997 September 2023
DOH 348-1091
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