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	Additional Information about
Chemical Agents
	[insert your logo here]


Immediate Action

· Immediate actions for all chemical agents are very similar.

· If you are exposed, the effects will be fairly rapid.

· People around you may begin fainting, vomiting, and have difficulty breathing.

· Birds and insects may die quickly and fall from the sky.

· IMMEDIATLEY leave the area.

· Avoid puddles of liquid.

· If the attack was outside, you should get inside a building or a car.

· If the attack was inside, get to the outside. 

· If you were directly exposed, remove clothing (place in plastic bags, if possible).

· Removing contaminated clothing is more important than modesty.

· Do not remove contaminated clothing over your head; cut or tear it off to avoid contact with the eyes, nose, and mouth.

· Thoroughly flush all areas where agent contacted your skin using nearest water available.

· Hazmat/fire crews are trained for immediate response and medical treatment is available at most hospitals.  

Treatment 

· Nerve Agents: Remove clothing and flush eyes and skin with plenty of water.  Seek medical attention immediately; there are antidotes for specific chemical agents. Atropine, a drug normally used in hospitals to treat cardiac arrest, is an effective nerve gas antidote, but should be administered only by qualified personnel.

· Sulfur Mustards: Remove clothing and flush the eyes and skin with plenty of water.  Seek medical attention immediately; there are antidotes for specific chemical agents.

· Hydrogen Cyanide: Get fresh air immediately.  Flush skin or eyes with plenty of water.  Seek medical attention immediately; there are antidotes for specific chemical agents.

· Chlorine: Get fresh air immediately.  Flush skin or eyes with plenty of water.  Seek medical attention immediately; there are antidotes for specific chemical agents.
Precautions
· If there is a chemical attack, authorities will tell you either to evacuate the area immediately, or to seek shelter.
· If you have symptoms of exposure, call 9-1-1 immediately.

· If you were outside before taking shelter and think you may have been exposed to a chemical agent: Take off your outer clothes, put them in a plastic bag and seal the bag.  Tell the emergency staff about the sealed bag so that they can remove it safely.  Wash or take a cool shower (do not use hot water). Use lots of soap. Do not put soap in your eyes. If you leave the area, tell emergency or medical staff at your new location that you have been exposed. 

· Stay indoors.

· Close all windows and doors.

· Turn off heating and air-conditioning; close all vents and fireplace dampers.
· Go to the room with the fewest doors and windows.

· Dampen towels and place them over the crack at the bottom of each door in the room.  Place tape around the doors.

· Cut plastic sheeting to fit over the windows and vents.  Tape the plastic in place with duct tape.

· Turn on the radio.

· Don’t air out or leave your sealed shelter until you are told to do so.
