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Evacuation Centers Open
[NAME OF CITY OR LOCATION] ( [NAME OF LHJ] and its emergency partners continue to respond to the explosion at [AREA OF EXPLOSION] that contained radioactive materials.
Evacuation centers have been opened at [EVACUATION CENTER LOCATIONS] to assist residents who were within the affected of area of the explosion. Residents should report to an evacuation center of they live between:

· [COMPASS DIRECTION] of [NAME OF STREET], 
· [COMPASS DIRECTION] of [NAME OF STREET],  
· [COMPASS DIRECTION] of [NAME OF STREET],

· [COMPASS DIRECTION] of [NAME OF STREET]. 
To be safe, the area above is larger than necessary. Therefore, ONLY the individuals within this designated area are advised to evacuate.  If we determine that additional evacuations are needed, residents will be notified..

At the evacuation center, staff will be on site to determine if you have any contamination and to provide additional decontamination if needed. Assistance will be provided for those can’t return to their homes right away.

If you choose to remain in the affected area, please stay indoors. Close the doors and windows and turn off fans that bring in air from the outside.  Freestanding fans that recirculate air in a room or air conditioning systems do not bring in air from the outside and are safe to use.
You should also:

· Change your clothes and place the clothes you had been wearing in a plastic bag, which will likely reduce any contamination by about 80-90%.

· If possible, take a shower with warm – not hot – water and gently wash your body and hair with ordinary soap and shampoo. 
· Stay indoors. If it is determined to be safer in another location, emergency personnel will advise you where to go. 
· Do not go to a hospital unless you were injured in the explosion, or have another medical emergency requiring immediate treatment.
Potassium Iodide. We have received questions about using potassium iodide (KI) pills. KI is not useful for the form of radiation used in this explosion. Therefore, we do not advise the use of KI pills.

# # #

For more information and updates, access the [LHJ OR DOH AS APPLICABLE] Web site at: [WEB SITE ADDRESS].







