STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

1610 NE 150th Street o Shoreline, Washington 98155-7224
Tel: 206-418-5406 o TTY Relay Service: 800-833-6388

September 4, 2020
Dear Provider,

If you provide care to young people who are immunocompromised or HIV-positive, they are at greater
risk for HPV infection. Men and women who are immunocompromised or HIV-positive, and men who have
sex with men (MSM), are also more likely to develop HPV-related cancers if infected with HPV.!

As Washington State’s Epidemiologist for Communicable Diseases, | am asking you to join me in protecting
immunocompromised and HIV-positive patients by routinely recommending and administering HPV
immunization. Studies confirm that your recommendation and offer of vaccines are essential to ensuring
uptake. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends vaccination of everyone aged
9-26 years not vaccinated previously? especially those that are immunocompromised, HIV-positive,
and men who have sex with men (MSM).? Additionally, adults aged 27-45 years may choose to be
vaccinated after talking with their healthcare provider.?

The following materials will help you start the conversation and strongly recommend the HPV vaccine to
your immunocompromised and HIV-positive patients.

v/ Start the Conversation about HPV (PDF)

v' HPV-HIV Key Points (PDF)

v" Routine HPV Vaccine (PDF)

v" 1AC’s Vaccinations for Adults with HIV Infection (PDF)

You can share this toolkit with your colleagues by doing a copy and paste of the link below.
https://www.doh.wa.qgov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/PublicHealthSystemResourcesandServices
/Immunization/HPV Information#toolkit

Thank you for promoting this lifesaving anticancer vaccine to your immunocompromised and HIV-positive
patients.

Sincerely,

Scott Lindquist, MD, MPH
State Epidemiologist for Communicable Diseases
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