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Go Green:

Reduce Energy and Water Use

It takes a lot of energy to treat and deliver the
water to everyone in your community.
Considerable amounts of energy also go to
heat water for laundry, bathing, cooking,
dishwashing, and cleaning our homes. Homes
with electric water heaters use 25% of their
electricity to heat water.

DID YOU KNOW? <V
About 4% of the nation’s electricity [
consumption is used moving or .
treating water and wastewater. _

Look for the WaterSense Label

WaterSense is a program sponsored by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Much
like the ENERGY STAR symbol for energy-
efficient products and practices, WaterSense is
the symbol for water-efficient products,
services, and practices.

WaterSense helps consumers identify products
that meet EPA’s criteria for water efficiency
and performance. WaterSense labeled
products use 20% less than standard products.

Best of all, they work! —
ook for
All WaterSense labeled
products have been
tested to ensure savings
and performance. Look
for WaterSense labeled
products and start
saving water today!

Visit www.epa.gov/watersense to learn more.

DID YOU KNOW? @
If a family of four replaces its older, u
inefficient toilets with new ,
WaterSense toilets, it could save more
than 16,000 gallons per year and $2,000
in water and wastewater bills over the
lifetime of the toilets.

One of the simplest ways to save both water
and energy is to install water-efficient
plumbing fixtures. This will save you money
on your water and energy bills—it takes less
energy to heat less water.

Look for WaterSense labeled products to save
the most money. You can let these products do
the saving for you!

6 High Efficiency Toilets use 1.28 gallons
per flush or less. Plus, they now have flush
ratings that can tell you just how well they
perform.

6 Faucet aerators are very inexpensive and
easy to install.

6 Low-flow showerheads. Look for those
that use 2 gallons per minute or less.

6 High Efficiency Washing machines.
Look for ENERGY STAR rated machines
with low water use per load (water factor
of 4.5 or lower).

DID YOU KNOW?

Gardening professionals agree that
most lawns and yards receive more
water than they need. Over-watering
creates runoff that carries toxic
fertilizers and pesticides into our
streams, rivers, and lakes—where it can
contaminate drinking water supplies
too!

)

$8 Great Water/Money Saving Tips $$
Visit these Web sites to find rebates near you
or simply ask your water or wastewater utility
if they offer rebates.

www.epa.gov/watersense/rebate finder
_saving_money water.html

www.toiletrebate.com/index.php

www.greenplumbersusa.com/green-plumber-
water-rebates-in-your-area

Install moisture control sensors or rain sensors
on your automated irrigation systems. These
devices know when to water your lawn,
keeping it healthy and green. Best of all they
can substantially reduce your water bill and
save a ton of water.

Leak Repair

Many homes waste (and pay for) thousands of
gallons of water each year because they don’t
fix leaks that can be easily repaired. Fix it
yourself or ask a friend to help you.

Ebgqaéﬁ w
In one year, water leaks in your [

home can waste enough water to fill a
backyard swimming pool. _

~J

Replacement parts are inexpensive and can
save you more than 10% on your water bill. In
most cases, fixing a leaky toilet should cost
you about $10 or less in parts.

You can fix most dripping faucets or
showerheads by replacing worn washers. To
check your toilet for leaks, drop food coloring
in the toilet tank. If color appears in the bowl
without flushing, you have a leak.

Water Saving Ideas

e Collect rainwater to irrigate
indoor/outdoor plants.

e Install WaterSense labeled low-flow
showerheads and save 3 gallons per
minute.

e Take shorter showers by 2-3 minutes and
save up to 10 gallons per shower.

e Ifyoudon’t like mowing your yard, get
rid of it and replace it with native or
drought resistant (xeriscape) landscaping.

o Install WaterSense labeled low-flow
fixtures or aerators for every faucet in the
house.

e Most landscapes will do well being
watered two or three times per week.

e To reduce evaporation, water the lawn in
the early morning or evening. Watering
during the heat of the day, or when it's
windy, wastes water and is much less
effective.

e Place a2” to 4” layer of mulch around
plants and trees to avoid excess
evaporation and retain moisture.

e Consider using a commercial car wash
that recycles water or wash your car on
your lawn.

e Sell your lawn mower and use that money
as a down payment to replace your lawn
with a flower or vegetable garden

e Protect water quality by limiting or
eliminating the use of fertilizers, weed
killers, and pesticides.

e Install micro/drip irrigation systems or use
soaker hoses to water outdoors.
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