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Introduction 
Washington State Department of Health developed the Washington State Perinatal and 
Neonatal Level of Care Guidelines in 1988. We have revised them multiple times between 
1992 and 2018. On June 24, 2024, the Level of Care committee unanimously voted to 
align the state with national clinical references by referring to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics level of care document and the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists levels of maternal care.  

The references below should not be used as regulatory documents but as a guide for 
hospitals applying for Level II, Level III, or Level IV designations. 
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https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/obstetric-care-consensus/articles/2019/08/levels-of-maternal-care


WASHINGTON STATE MATERNAL AND NEONATAL 
LEVEL OF CARE 2024 GUIDELINES  

4 
 
 

Subcommittee for Maternal and Neonatal Levels 
of Care (LOC) 2024 Document 
Trish Anderson, MBA, BSN  
Senior Director of Safety and Quality  
Washington State Hospital Association, Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Raylene Alred, MSN, RN  
Inpatient Services Director  
Tacoma General Hospital | MultiCare Health System 
 
Tami Clark, MSN, RNC  
Manager Mother-Baby Unit & Pediatrics  
Confluence Health, Wenatchee, WA 
 
Kim Deynaka, MBA, BS, RNC  
Director, NICU & NICU Operations  
CHI Franciscan 
 
Tiffany Elliott, MS, CCC-SLP, CNT, IBCLC  
Seattle Children’s Infant Team  
Northwest Center Kids, Hospital-to-Home program, Seattle, WA 
 
Tessie Foley, MN, RN  
Nursing Director of Women and Children’s  
Evergreen HealthCare 
 
Karen Herde, MSN, RNC-NIC, NPD-BC, C-ELBW, C-ONQS  
Neonatal Nurse Specialist  
The Center for Clinical Practice & Development, MultiCare 
 
Rita Hsu, MD  
Service Line Medical Director OB/Gyn & Women’s Health Confluence Health, Wenatchee, WA 
OB Clinical Lead  
Washington State Perinatal Collaborative 
 
J. Craig Jackson, MD, MHA  
Seattle Children’s/UW Fetal Care and Treatment Center Neonatologist Professor Emeritus of 
Pediatrics  
UW, Seattle, WA 
 
Michele Kulhanek, MSN, RNC-OB, C-ONQS 
 
Maureen Shogan, MN, RNC  



WASHINGTON STATE MATERNAL AND NEONATAL 
LEVEL OF CARE 2024 GUIDELINES  

5 
 
 

Neonatal Nurse Consultant, Clinical Director  
NIDA Projects Managed Health Connections, Spokane, WA 
 
Terra Palomarez, MSN, RN  
Nurse Director  
Family Birthplace/Acute Care Services Prosser Memorial Health, Prosser, WA 99350 
 
Taylor Sawyer, DO, MBA, MEd  
Division Head and William Alan Hodson Endowed Chair of Neonatology  
University of Washington and Seattle Children’s Hospital 
 
Jessica Sampson, MSN, RNC-NIC, CPST  
NPD Unit Specialist, INW Regional Neonatal/NICU Department of Nursing Professional 
Development  
The Center for Clinical Practice & Development MultiCare Deaconess and Valley Hospitals 
 
Susan Stauffer, BSN, RNC-NIC  
Neonatal Intensive Care Clinical Nurse Specialist, Clinical Program Coordinator  
Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center & Children’s Hospital, Spokane, WA 
 
Bat-Sheva Stein, DNP, MSN, RN  
(LOC Subcommittee coordinator)  
Washington State Department of Health, Olympia, WA bat-sheva.stein@doh.wa.gov  
 
Eric Demers, MD  
Practice Medical Director  
Pediatrix Medical Group of North Puget Sound 
 
Annie Nguyen-Vermillion, MD  
EvergreenHealth NICU Medical Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DOH 950-154 September 2024 

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127.  
Deaf or hard of hearing customers, 

please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
 

mailto:bat-sheva.stein@doh.wa.gov
mailto:doh.information@doh.wa.gov

	Introduction
	References
	Subcommittee for Maternal and Neonatal Levels of Care (LOC) 2024 Document


